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BEAUFORT, S.C. — South Carolina State Senator Tom Davis released the following statement regarding
our state’s 2018 gubernatorial race:

“] had promised to announce what my plans would be for the 2018 gubernatorial race right after Labor
Day, so | am — though I feel a bit self-conscious making such a political statement at a time when so many
South Carolinians are terrified of Hurricane Irma and the havoc it might bring. In that regard, I will
continue to do whatever I can to assist others in preparing for that storm and be prepared as I have in the
past to help them recover from whatever it might bring.

“As for the 2018 gubernatorial race, | want to start by thanking all of the people from across the state who
took the time in recent weeks to offer a word of support or advice; 1 am truly humbled and honored. But
I've concluded the timing simply isn’t right for me to run a statewide campaign. From a family
standpoint, a business standpoint and a personal standpoint, I’m just not in a position to undertake an
endeavor of this magnitude. This became evident to me during conversations with my family, friends and
constituents over the past few days.

“From a political standpoint, in thinking about this, I’ve tried to be honest about where and how, at this
particular point in time, [ can do the most good for our state. And the answer to that lies in this: South
Carolina government is dominated by the legislature, and recent history has shown that reform-minded
governors without legislative support can’t get much accomplished.

“I don’t want to tilt at windmills; [ want to get things done, and I’m in a unique position in the State
Senate to impact public policy on behalf of individual liberty and free markets — in some cases to a
greater degree than if [ were in the governor’s office. The role | played in shaping the recent debates on
pension reform, the gas tax, and highway spending is evidence of that.

“I think there’s an argument to be made that taxpayers are better served right now by having me exactly
where I am, especially if we can get more reform-minded lawmakers elected in 2018 and 2020. And so
that’s where 1 will be for the foreseeable future. There’s a lot of hard work ahead for all of us, but
together we can get it done.”
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